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The Liturgy in Eastertide

THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS
The resurrection of Jesus is too much to just be celebrated in one day.  The period of the eight Sundays, from 
Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost, is the oldest part of the Church Year and is called The Great 50 Days.  It is 
directly derived from the fifty-day period in the Jewish calendar, which began with Passover and concluded with 
Pentecost (the Greek term for “fiftieth day”).  The Lord’s death and resurrection took place at Passover, and its 
completion – the empowering of the apostles by the Holy Spirit – took place on Pentecost.  The early Christians 
considered every Sunday (the first day of the week) to be a celebration of the rising of Christ and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit.

It is important to designate “Easter Sunday” from Easter – or sometimes called Eastertide.  Easter is a season of 
celebration over fifty days.  Thus, we refer to the Sundays beyond Easter Sunday as the “First Sunday of Easter” and 
not the “First Sunday after Easter.” 

It is unfortunate that the word “Easter” has become the most popular English title for this season when “Easter” 
has no reference to the Christian celebration of Jesus being resurrected from the dead.  “Easter” derives from 
“Estre” or “Eastre” – a Teutonic goddess of springtime and hence of fertility.  A more suitable word for this season 
is the word, “Pasch,” from the Latin and Greek word “pascha” meaning “Passover.”  Maybe we have heard of this 
word from theologians referring to the “Paschal Mystery” or from First Corinthians 5:7, which refers to Christ as our 
“Paschal Lamb.”

Jesus walked with his disciples for forty days after his resurrection before ascending into heaven.  Ten days later, on 
the fiftieth day – the Day of Pentecost, the Church received the Holy Spirit.  During The Great Fifty Days, we will 
rejoice as we realize anew how we are walking with the Risen Lord and are full of the Holy Spirit.

HOLY COMMUNION
During The Great Fifty Days, there are distinctive worship practices.  For example, The Council of Nicea A.D. 325 
highlighted the special character of The Great Fifty Days by ruling that during the period two practices commonly 
kept during the rest of the year were forbidden:  fasting and kneeling.  Standing, rather than kneeling, is a posture 
that affirms our own share in the resurrection:  We shall be raised from death and shall stand with Christ in glory.

As part of our worship during each of the Sundays of Easter, we will celebrate the Eucharist (meaning 
Thanksgiving).  In celebrating Holy Communion weekly during The Great Fifty Days, we will deepen our 
understanding of the joyful nature the sacrament seeing it as a feast of faith with the Risen Lord.  We will also 
celebrate our share in Christ’s resurrection remembering why we receive the sacrament standing rather than 
kneeling.

THE PASCHAL CANDLE
A large candle that is first lighted each year at the Easter Vigil on Easter Eve burns near the altar during The Great 
Fifty Days.  It is the Paschal Candle and helps us symbolically connect the Resurrection to the Exodus.  It is the largest 
candle ever used by the church and symbolizes both the pillar of fire that led Israel by night and the risen Lord who 
stands among us at Easter.  Early Christians saw the bringing of light into a dark place as a symbol of the 
Resurrection.  As early as the fourth century, the celebration of the Resurrection in Jerusalem began with a candle 
lighted in the Holy Sepulcher and brought out during the night of Easter Eve to the words, “The Light of Christ.”  

After The Great Fifty Days, the Paschal Candle is moved near the baptismal font and is lit for baptisms when persons 
pass spiritually from death to life.  It is also lit for funerals and is placed at the head of the casket or near the ossuary 
of cremains as we acknowledge Christ leading us from physical death to Resurrection.



THE ENTRANCE
 We gather around the BAPTISMAL FONT remembering we become members of the Church thru baptism.

As we arrive, let us touch the water in the font and remember with thanksgiving your baptism.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 2115 * Christ Has Risen HOLY MANNA

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST ENTERS *



GREETING AND WELCOME *

Leader: The grace and peace of risen Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: The risen Christ is with us.
People: Praise the Lord!

Please sign the registration pad found on your row and pass to your neighbor.

OPENING PRAYER *

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
We assemble around the PULPIT and LECTERN to listen and respond to God’s Word revealed in scripture and preaching.

PSALTER 741 Psalm 4

R
1 Answer me when I cry out, my righteous God!

Set me free from my troubles!  Have mercy on me!  Listen to my prayer!
2 How long, you people, will my reputation be insulted?

How long will you continue to love what is worthless and go after lies?
3 Know this: the Lord takes personal care of the faithful.

The Lord will hear me when I cry out to him.  R
4 So be afraid, and don’t sin!

Think hard about it in your bed and weep over it!
5 Bring righteous offerings,

and trust the Lord!
6 Many people say, “We can’t find goodness anywhere.

The light of your face has left us, Lord!”
7 But you have filled my heart with more joy than when their wheat and wine are everywhere!
8 I will lie down and fall asleep in peace because you alone, Lord, let me live in safety.  R

SCRIPTURE LESSON   I John 2:28-3:12

SERMON Be Now What We Are
PASTORAL PRAYER

INVITATION

CONFESSION AND PARDON    

Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your revelation, 
misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness.  We 
repent of our failure to give as you have given to us.  We beg your mercy for our fallen world.  
We seek you Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus.  Be our solace in this life and 
always.  We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete.  Forgive us and lead us.  (The 
prayer continues in silence.)  In the name of Jesus, the Christ, we pray.  Amen.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  In the name of Christ, you are forgiven.



In the name of Christ, you are forgiven.

Glory to God!  Amen.
THE PEACE

Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD   
As forgiven and reconciled people let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

OFFERTORY                                            The Gift of Love                                         HAL HOPSON

DOXOLOGY 94 * Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
We assemble around the LORD’S TABLE praying the Spirit be poured out on us and on the gifts we offer.

LAVABO *

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP *

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 15 *

THE LORD’S PRAYER *

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
BREAKING THE BREAD *

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP



2266 Here Is Bread, Here Is Wine HERE IS BREAD



2108 O How He Loves You and Me PATRICIA

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING FORTH
We go forth into the WORLD to be Christ’s representatives to all.

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING *

PROCESSIONAL HYMN * Behold, What Manner of Love MANNER OF LOVE



POSTLUDE

All works not in public domain are held in copyright and are used in permission, CCLI #1709328.

Altar Flowers: If you would like to make a donation in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact Elaine Hamlin, Administrative 
Assistant of Facilities at ehamlin@fumcgreensboro.org.

Congratulations: Congratulations to Lee & Cathy Rhodes who are the proud grandparents of Theodore “Theo” James Dobrin born at 
Piedmont Athens Regional Hospital on Wednesday, April 14.  Theo is the son of Ryan & Sloan Dobrin and brother, 
Bryant.  His great-grandmother is Jane Rhodes.  A red rose is placed on the altar at our North Campus in honor of Theo.

Preaching: The Reverend Dr. Matt Stewart, Pastor

Liturgists:        Elisa Reece, Director of Student and Faith Development Ministries
Savannah Cathey, Soprano Intern

Acolytes: (9 a.m.)  Julia Stewart, cross bearer and Atalie Stewart, fire bearer
(11 a.m.) Taylor Lariscy, cross bearer and Reagan Lariscy, fire bearer

Music: Dr. Martha Braswell, Director of Music Ministries & Organist
Jackson Mitchell, Music Associate & Pianist
Savannah Cathey, Soprano Intern and Soloist
Lauren Covington, Alto Intern
William Schramm, Tenor Intern
Rayvon Love, Baritone Intern

Ushers: (9 a.m.) Peddy & Cheryl Parker and Shannon Osborne
(11 a.m.) Ken Cawthon

Greeters: (9 a.m.) Fred & Terri Hedrick
(11 a.m.) Diane Gibson

mailto:ehamlin@fumcgreensboro.org


Audio/Visual: (9 a.m.) Dennis Barlow, Jim Howes, and Ann Ware
(11 a.m.) Dennis Barlow and Harold Gibson


